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Polymorphism of Cyanogeaesis im Lotdas australis. Andr.

Cyanogenesis has been reported ta be pelynurphic ir many species of Lotus
including L. corriculatus, L. tenwis and L. alpinus. However, [ know o7 no
repart suggesting that the character is polymo-phic in L. auslralis.

I ¢ survey 07 the dune system at Greencugh, 7 km south of Geraldtan, Western
fustralia, 118 specimens of L. australis werz tested For HCM uging the
sedium picraze test, '

The tests were rade in Auwgust 1978 or young plants nol yet in flower. This
preliminary sample was collectad “rom one smal  area.

TACLE 1
APprox.
Phenotyoas Number %
+ * 27 23
- - 22 1%
-1 25 z1
- 44 i

++ Lyanogenic g uccsides and enzynz;
+ = yglucusides, but no enzwme:
-+ no clucosides Lul gizyme:
- - no glucosides ar enzyme
lzfowonein luelkr )
Jesp te the fact that tnaghnai1(%ﬁaha pisana is aburdant in tre area the

almos t equal proportion oF nhenotypes could é?ggest that selective predation
by <he snail against tie acyanngsnic phenotypas iz not operative.




