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Birdsfoor Trefoldl Vapiery Test, 1980-83

lowa State Universicy
Agriculture and Home Economics Experiment Station
Ames, Lowa

Irving T. Carlson

# forage yield test of seven varieties {Horcen, Fergus, Carroll, Leo, Dawn,
Empire, and Viking) and three experimental strains (Missouri-20, NC-83 gerzplasm,
and TEB) was completed in 1933. The main purpose was te evaluare the new
varlety Norcen developed as a result of cooperative reseéarch ameng several Xorth
Central states and released inm 1981. Fergus is ancther mew variety developed by
the Hentucky Agricultural Experiment Stacien.

The 1981=83 average yields in tonsfacre ranged from 3.84 for T-68 to 4.71
for Miszsouri-20. Fergus and Enpire were respectively che highest and lowesc
yieldiag released variecies over years. HNorcen's yield was near the average
of the test.

The early=-flowering wvariery Viking was the highesc-yielding wvariecy in the
second and third harvest years. Fergus (early flowering) and NC-83 germplasa were
alse relatively high vielding im chogse cwo vears. Those three sntries appeared
to have the least winter injury and the sesc vigor in early May, 1983. In contrast,
the lace=flowering wvariety Empire was pooresf in spring recavery, winter surviwval,
and yield in 1983. Leo and Carroll {boch late flowering) were also relacively low
in 1983 vield. Simultanecus harvesting of variecies with a wide range in time of
flowering may have affected the guzcome of this test.

tFrﬁgresﬁ Report, Clovers amd Special Purpose Legumes Research 16: 28, 1983.
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