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Although the unreliability of spaced plant data in predicting sward
performance has been illustrated by several workers, some preliminary
observations taken on a large forage legume collection suggested a good
agreement between evaluation for agronomic characters in spaced plant
and in dense stand conditions.

In order to obtain more accurate information on this topic two parallel
trials (one space planted and the other broadcast seeded) were
established in 1984. -

Twelve Lotus spp. accessions (9 Lotus corniculatus L. and 3 Lotus
tenuis Wald. and Kit.) from Central Italy were used.

Winter growth, spring regrowth, first bloom date and dry matter yield
were recorded in 1985, .

A high and positive correlation was found between data obtained in the
two trials for all the characters, but first bloom date (Table 1).
Advantage in screening Lotus spp. germplasm for agronomic characters
such as winter growth, spring regrowth and DMY in spaced plant
conditicns appeared evident.

This does not seem to be the case for flowering date due to a strong G X.
E interaction.
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