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Birdsfoot trefoil, L. corniculatus L., has been grown in the Uppee
Fenimsula of Michigan for the past 35 vears. It was intreduced as a
long lived legume to replace red clover for hay and pastures.
Certified seed of birdsfoot trefoil was first produced in the Upper
Peninsula inm 1958. 1In 1988 there were approximacely 60,000 acres of
birdsfoot trefoll grown in the Upper Peninsula for pasture and hay
production. Approximately 7,500 acres of birdsfootr trefoil is grows
for seed production im the region with 1,000 acres under
certification. Cultivars with varying degrees of winter hardiness
can be grown for seed production in the area due to the snuw caver
whieh prevails throughout the winter months. Because of the
environmental conditions whieh exist throughout the vear, the regicz
is ideal for producing cultivars of birdsfoot trefoil seed which are
used throughout the U.3.A.

L]
Dr. Leep's extension and rescarch deal with problems in birdsfoot
seed production and forage management uniaue to the Upper Penimsulsz.
Eis studies have documented the loasses in seed production caused by
Lvgus lineolaris (Taranished Plant Bug) and development of coentral
strategies for the pest. Ocher sctudies fnclude the evaluation af
veed conirel strategies and herbicide efficacy and tolerance for
birdsfoot trefoil, Efferts in extension have concentrated upon the
formation of the Michigan Trefoll Greowers Association as well as
providing educational information te seed preducers in the region.
Several researchers from other areas have participaced in the
extension meetings held im the Upper Peninsula and shared research
progress on Lotus seced production.
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