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In 1454 geveral bipg truefoll accessions from the Pacific “lorchwest
were tested on tiie Forage Farm but did not prove winter hardy. lowever,
in 1964, I idencified big trefoil (lotus ulizuosus Sculuhr) groving on
Mre Clarence Faiser's famm in Craviord coanty. ‘lr. Lalser had observed
this legume pgroving and spreading in eight different ar-as in a3 well
fertilized tall fescue neadow, i thoushit 4t to he birdsfoot trefoil
(L. corniculitus 1L.). Tue field was managed as hay Ilu the spring and
tiien grazed the rest of the season, “hrez of the eight ecotwpus ontaincd
from Ir. .laiser's tnll fescue field hava showm excellent forage and seed
production characteristics in smzll plots on the Ferage Farm, Presently
seed i3 being inerzased of the three ceotypoes and will bhe further testod
for hay and pasture use, Theyv look wery promising to grov with fescus
on Chese soils, Bin crefoll has colurance to wat soils and low pll.

Heatn, f. Z. 1970, ilaturalized Big “rufoil (Lotus pedunculatus Cav.)
Reotypes liscoverad in travford County, Indian:. Proceed. Indisna
Aead. Sei. 79: 195-137,

1. Tne naturalized ccotypes of bip trefoil from the Clarence Y. Raiser
farm in travford Ceunty, Indiana, are strongly peremnlal and appear
to fit the environmental model of the hill land fragipan soile-~ol:
the unpglaciated sandstone shale soil reglon of southern Indiana,

2. Vave years of observation nave not shown any Jdisease o heaving
tendencies anons the eigat hipg trefoll wcotypes discovered.

3. Several of the bipg trefoll wcotypas commebe aggressively and
compatibiy witn tall feseue (Fiz, 4) walch is the dominant perennial
grags of Ci: unglaciated sandstone suale soll replom.

4, The bis trefeil ecotypes not only produce secd but caey can a.so
ha readily zstablished from scod.

5. It is hypothesized that the ruminant response from the tall fescue-
bip trefoil mixture will be superior to that of the ruminant response
from tall fescus alone.

6. ‘The seed produced from thw three agronomically sumerior big trefoil
ccatypes waen wcoually blendud together will he known as “ilaiser”
trefodl in lonor of fr. Clarence B. Haissr wio introduced, obssrved
and nurtured toese plants for many years.
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