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“Hocellanesous

Lotus pedunculatus

Dr. T T olan has noted in the !lortheastern Repional Plant
Introduction Station levort (DNL-164) that 20.35 prams (1 ounce) of
sezd of Lotus pedunculatus contains 55,210 seads. YWith approxinately
13,000 plants ver 40406.72 5a, metars (1 acre), this wonuld be sufficient
soed to plant three times this area. fOther information on sced size
and wei~nt in Lotus is piven in Graat (1967),

Gramt, V. F. 1967. Oytorenctic factors associated =fth the evolution
of weeds. Taxon lo: 283-293.

A T CULTIVAR "ADSIFIELDY

In the MNew Yorl: Asricultural Uxperinment Station report (LR L-161),
February &8, 1771, the lenschy history of 3 nev cultivar is deseribed
as follows:

In 151%, an introducticn of birn trefeil (Lotus pedunculatus, I'.I.
48630) was introduced from lev Zealand., In ¥aw fealand, it was called
'Greater Birdsfoot Trefoil' and at tie time of collection was daseribed
as follows: "& pasture plant of apricultural importance used in Jlaw
Zealand, from 1U=15 tons of seed being sown annually. This species
prefers a wet of svampy habitat., It is saved for seed mainly in Auckland
FProvineca. Prior to World War T, the preater portion of sead was immortod
from Germany. This species is variable with repard te certain characters,
such as hairiness and in consequence several botanical names have been
given to it. ‘There are apparently a varietv of strains., (Th's was
extracted from Hew lealand Journal of Apriculture, Vol. 17, p. 347).

Sometime in the interval simee 1713, T,I. 4336 has been tested at
tie USLA-SCS Plant 'laterials Coster, Pullman, "ash., under #P15553 and
carried as Lotus padunculatus., Uuring tae testineg, it has found to be
very wvinter-hardy at Pullman and is now beins released as a new cultivar
with the name "Marshfield'. Thus, therc vas a lapse of 51 vears from
introduction of thz accession to relense of the now cultivar,
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From the Annual Teport (December 1, 1971) of the Hortheastern

Fegional Plant Introduction Station, Geneva, ler York,

'MROTHECIUM LEAFSPOY

A preliminary screening of Lotus corniculatus accessions is
currently being undertalen to determine whether any of these lines
shows adequate precnhouse resistance to a rather non deseript leafspot
of birdsfoot trafoil incited by !yrothecium werrucaria, Preliminary
areenbouse inoculations indicated that tuis species is pathosanic on
trafoil and the varievies of L. corniculatus s'iow differences in
susceptibility to tne pathogen. It is anticipated that the autire
L. cormicuiatus collection will be gerecncd aventually as wall as
E. tenuis and L. pedunculatus,

biploid Lotus corniculatus

In 1963, Dr, Werasman in his thesis reported a so-called dipleid
L. corniculatus {;E = 12) wiich lLie stated did not resemble L. corniculatus
and was probably mistakenly identificd. The source of his sead 35?35?,
P. 1. Jo. 273443) was from the epional Plant Introducticn Station,
Geneva, New York. In correspondence with Dr. Jolan, this accession
has turned out to be the same as our ilo, i=161, namely, L. japonicus
(Regal) Fersen, I received seed from Pr. Gershoy who stated that it was
collected Ly Prof. E, lleader, i'epartment of Horticulture, ‘lew llampshir.
Jniversity. In his letter of 12 June 1781, “r, Gershoy states: "The
site was below Scoul, near amman, Jdyvarggi lo, Nores, Apparently there
was o field of this, but vhather native or an escape I do not know. Lr.
feader has been ill and I do not want to trouble hin., Thcse plants differ
sligitly from those of Gifu City, Japan, sent to me by Dr. Bubar. The
Japanese plants are more wiry-stemmed and have a deeper purplish ploment
in the stens. Otherwise the plants rusenmble wach other closely in growth
haolc, leaf, flower, pod, seed nnd meiotic cuaracters.”
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