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An interspecific hybridization atudy has been carried out between

seven dipleid species of Lotus (L. alpinus Schleich,, L. japonicus ("egel)

warsen, L. filicaulis sur., L. schoelleri Sciweinf,, L. krylovii

Senisehi:, and Serg., L. tenuis Waldst. et Hie,, ond L. cormiculatus var.

minor Baker) closely related to L. corniculatus L, A total of 139

interspecific aybrids were produced in 1¢ combinations of the 7 species,
Hdine of these crosses vere producad for the first time and four v ro
obtained by meons of enbryo-culture, The srouth it:hie, number of florets
per umbel, flower color expression, ICY reaction and 15 metrical traits
vere compared between parents and hybrids. The ralative case with whieh
sune hybrids were produced suggested that during the early ev.lutisnary
history of the penus species diversificativn could hove origiaated through
interspecific hybridization and subsequent gene Jdiffarentiation, In

sumé crosses, tne Lybrids resembled one parent more closely thaen the
ather, This close morpholocical affinity between the hvbrids and cons

of toeir parcnts would nake it extremely difficult to datect such hyurids
in natural populations and probobiy accounts for the prevailing belief

that there is little or no lybridizotion in nature,
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