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Forage yields were obtained for five cultivars at Columbus, Ohioc
(40° L N.) during the past three years. The study was established in
may 1991 in a prepared seedbed with three replications of 5 X 20 feet
plots. Three harvests were taken in 1992 and two harvests in 1993
and 1994. Due to differential weed populations, yields are presented
as weed free dry matter for all harvests (Table 3).

Another field trial was seeded at the Northwestern Branch on 16
May 1991, also in a prepared seedbed using eight cultivars with four
replications and 8 X 20 feet plots. Yields are presented as total
dry matter since the plots were essentially weed free (Table 2).

Although the annual total weed free yield did not differ among
the five cultivars at Columbus, the Georgia 1 cultivar produced the
best total yield for 2 of the 3 years. Both Georgia 1 and AU Dewey
flowered earlier at Columbus (Table 3) and Georgia 1 appeared to
initiate spring growth earlier than the other cultivars. Although
diseases have not been a major problem.to date, Rhizoctonia has been
observed in both the Norcen and Viking cultivars resulting in a
somewhat lower stand density as of July 1994 (Table 1).

At the Northwestern Branch location (approximately 80 miles
north of Columbus) a differential yield response among the eight
cultivars is evident (Table 2). Dawn and Norcen are consistently the
best yielders with Georgia 1 the lowest. AU Dewey and Empire were
similar to Georgia 1. The initiation of spring growth appears to be
delayed for Georgia 1 at this location, but flowering is earliest for
both Georgia 1 and AU Dewey (Table 3). No major disease problems
have been observed to date for this location.
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1. A field study is in progress at the Northwestern Branch to
evaluate the long term performance of birdsfoot trefoil with and
without cool season grasses for vegetative cover in Conservation
Reserve Program areas.

2. A new field study was initiated at columbus in 1994 to determine
the effects of defoliation height and frequency on the production and
persistence of Georgia 1 and Norcen cultivars.

3. A large scale field study was initiated in 1994 at the Jackson
Branch (southern Ohio) to evaluate and compare the response of
alfalfa, red clover and birdsfoot trefoil under a hay/pasture
management system.
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Table 3: Birdsfoot Trefoil Cultivar Maturity at First Harvest, 1992-94.

__Northwestern Branch Columbus
Relative Relative

Cultivar 1992 1993 1994  Rank* 1992 1993 1994 Rank*

-=m—(% flowering)---—- -——--(% flowering)---—----
AU Dewey 65 40 68 1 30 50 75 1
Carroll <10 <10 20 8 - = = e
Dawn 15 10 30 6 - = = =%
Empire 30 15 50 5 15 <10 25 “
Fergus 50 25 82 2 -- & - --
Georgia 1 60 40 58 3 25 35 60 2
Norcen <10 15 20 7 <10 <10 12 5
Viking 20 20 70 4 15 15 30 3

*Relative rank: 1 = earliest
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